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ASSESSMENT TOOLBOX
There are so many valuable assessment tools available on the web today; it is difficult to know what to choose to match particular assessment needs. Sherri Tumicelli, Melissa Henderson and Clelia-Cornelia O’Malley collaborated to research some of the more common categories: Peer-to-Peer Collaboration, Course Tracking Tools, and ReflectionTools to create an assessment toolbox. Included are the advantages and disadvantages of each tool with application to learning objectives.
Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Collaboration Tool-Vyew
Vyew (www.vyew.com) is a web conferencing tool that allows people to interact with each other in real-time through a shared desktop that includes built-in writing, audio and video tools. In the context of online instruction, a teacher establishes a room and invites students to join him/her in the room. The “room” is currently referred to as a “vyew-book”. As content is uploaded, it is placed in a book with pages. Teachers are able to upload content either in advance or on demand, have audio or video conversations with students in the room, and add information or notes during class to the vyew-book pages. Teachers can allow students access to the same functionality by simply sharing the desktop, thus creating an interactive environment that closely mimicks a traditional classroom. 
Vyew is an excellent tool for collaborative work and very easy to use. A major advantage that Vyew has over other similar programs is that no downloads or plug-ins are required – it is completely web-based. In addition, Vyew provides “persistent” content which means that all of the information in a room stays in the room for teachers and students to access anytime. Most types of content can be uploaded “as is” without having to convert it to a special format or document type. Vyew is a feature-rich program, and all features are available with a free account. One feature that will be of particular interest to online teachers are plug-ins that enhance the interactive nature of the tool. Plug-ins include polls, self-grading quizzes, calculators, MP3 Players, and programmable buttons. Also significant is the ability to export the vyew-book and email the contents. The most fun feature is the ability to leave voice messages via yellow sticky notes. To keep track of the work flow, teachers can mark sticky notes to indicate which ones have already been read and which ones require follow-up. 
One disadvantage of Vyew is that although all features are available with a free account, a subscriber to a free account is limited to 20 rooms. For a professional online teacher, this restriction might require an upgrade to a paid account. Also, the free account limits the room to 10 simultaneous participants. For some teachers that may be problematic, but it will not be an obstacle for those who prefer working with small groups. From a technical standpoint, the latest version of Java is required to share the desktop and to take advantage of the screen shot tool. If there are multiple versions of Java loaded onto your pc, then Vyew perceives a conflict and those tools will not work. The ability to test those particular features is currently limited because the permissions on my laptop do not allow me to remove the older versions of Java. That problem will be resolved by late next week, at which time testing can resume. However, it remains a technical issue that would need to be addressed with each user of the tool in advance of a class.
The collaborative nature of this tool is especially inviting to global language teachers in that it provides an environment in which students can apply vocabulary and grammar skills, thus facilitating a teacher’s ability to engage students in authentic assessment practices across time and distance. An example of a learning objective might be “assuming the role of a character from a story, the student will respond appropriately given a situational prompt”. With the situational prompt placed in a vyew-book, students could respond using a combination of text, audio, and video – with notes added on the side to provide a rationale for the response chosen. The response could take the form of an interactive running dialogue between students in a group, or simply comments posted that reflect specific points of view. A concept map illustrating the connection between a learning objective and the use of vyew as an assessment tool can be found on page four (Concept Map 1.0, p4).
To demonstrate some of the features of Vyew, I have created a vyew-book and invited project partners and the class instructor to join. Without the Java issue resolved guests will not be able to use the tools in my vyew-book, however they will be able to see how they might be used. In the meantime, two screenshots of Vyew are included on page 4 to give an idea as to the look and feel of the features. The first screen-shot (Vyew Screenshot 1.0, p5) demonstrates what a PowerPoint slide looks like after being uploaded, as well as the handwriting tool. The second screen-shot (Vyew Screenshot 2.0, p5) shows the polling feature plug-in with one response. 
Vyew is an anywhere, anytime tool that is readily accessible, affordable, and easy to use. It supports the development of 21st Century skills in that it allows students and teachers to engage in interactive and collaborative work in a virtual environment. Vyew is a valuable addition to the Assessment Toolbox, and I look forward to using it. 
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Course Tracking Tools-Teacherease


Course tracking tools such as Teacherease, have become the gold standard for organized and effective classroom information management.  Such online tools allow teachers to create and store volumes of information using a variety of web based software and templates.  With Teacherease teachers can enter such data as assignments and due dates, scores, attendance, lesson plans, curriculum maps and even student/parent contact information into a web based program.  With all of this important information in one location, the time and effort a teacher must put forth for record keeping and class maintenance is largely reduced.  Teacherease is very user friendly and easy to navigate with simple instructions and online tutorials to help understand the program uses and applications better.  


Online course tracking tools such as Teacherease make it easy for parents and students to keep track of academic progress as well.  Users can easily log in to the system and view current assignments, scores, grades and any missing coursework they may have.  


Teacherease does come with a few limitations however.  Unless an entire school district has purchased a subscription to the hosted service, it is not economically practical for one staff member to utilize the technology by simply downloading the Teacherease software.  Also, without the purchased host service there is limited communication of data between teacher and administration.  Lastly, without the host service the individual school’s IT department is responsible for maintaining the security of Teacherease and backing up any important data.  Again, this is most often cost prohibitive for school districts.  


An example of making the connection between learning objectives and using course tracking tools such as Teacherease could include linking the objectives to tangible results via the online tracking tools.  For example, a learning objective could be, “Students will understand and perform basic patient care skills in a laboratory setting”.  To directly measure students understanding of material prior to practical applications in a lab setting, a teacher could develop an online quiz.  The results of these quizzes could then be posted in Teacherease where students/staff/parents could view them.  Once the students have demonstrated an understanding of the principles of patient care, they could then proceed to the laboratory setting.  Teacherease could also track which students have attended the lab portion of the class requirements through the attendance software.  


In conclusion, Teacherease and other online course tracking tools have revolutionized the act of record keeping in classrooms.  Now it is easier than ever to organize and store important information such as grades and attendance, as well as link classroom goals and objectives with standards and results.  

Reflection Assessment Tools-OurStory
According to research, reflection tools are valuable for formative assessment. In ‘Edublogs as an Online Assessment Tool,’ Lee and Allen say that assessment is the:

 “…systematic, on-going, iterative process of monitoring learning in order to determine what students are doing well and in what ways they need to improve.” (Lee and Allen, 2006) 
Edublogs provide a public, or authentic, way for students to observe modeling and assessment of skills and understanding. They can use this as a scaffold to support practice and learning. Provided a prompt or set of conditions, they manipulate information and ideas in a public forum. Then they get feedback from peers, interested outsiders (if allowed) and the instructor. They will see multiple models of work and feedback at various levels of quality and, as long as the criteria for task and quality are clear, be able to self-assess and improve their own work. This is the basic idea behind formative assessment.

One such Web 2.0 tool is OurStory. OurStory is a blogging tool that allows the sharing of text, comments, video, and photographs on a timeline. The account holder can control if posts are public or private and form groups or work alone. The format is attractive and clean. Ads are limited to services related to the timeline (buying DVDs of your timeline, upgrading, etc.) The service is free, and it is easy to register and invite people with email addresses. Timelines can be exported to MySpace, or other blogs, or saved to a book or DVD. The site provides modeling for questions and groups. It allows browsing of yahoo for relevant photos and videos to embed, and provides code so that posts and timelines can easily be embedded in other places.

There are some inconveniences. Options like spell check or bolding in the program are only available with the 49.95/year premium upgrade. This can be solved by asking students to compose in Word first, then copy and paste. Another inconvenience is that while comments on posts can be seen right away, all new posts to the group timeline must be approved by the group moderator. As a teacher though, I feel that is probably a safety feature I would use anyway. It just means checking the OurStory email account (posted on the home page of my account) on a regular schedule that students know about. Unlike LiveJournal, OurStory does not offer the chance to record responses or offer translation tools. It also does not offer the extensive teacher support that ePals offers through SchoolBlog. The most limiting factor is that it only offers one timeline per email address unless you upgrade. You could only explore one theme at a time.

I am using my complimentary account as a formative and summative assessment for my Writing class. Students will use the rubric to choose their three best  paragraphs from  the four week course to post in the appropriate places on the time line. They will then comment on each others’ stories. It will be formative in the sense that they will be able to edit posts for grammar and organization and details after they have seen other examples and received feedback. It will be summative in the sense that on the closing date, they will graded on the final efforts  according to a rubric and this will be used to help determine placement in the next course.

Reference:

 Allen, Kay and Lee, Judy. (FORMATEX 2006). Edublogs as an Online Assessment Tool. Current Developments in Technology-Assisted Education
These three tools provide a good starting place for people unfamiliar with how to start providing assessments in an online environment.
Concept Map 1.0





Vyew Screenshot 1.0





Vyew Screenshot 2.0








9

